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Linking Parish Churches
around Bridgnorth.

St Mary Magdalene SS Peter & Paul St Calixtus St Nicholas St Mary Magdalene St Leonards Hall Church
Bridgnorth Tasley Astley Abbotts Oldbury Quatford Bridgnorth

‘ =

St James Hall St Mary the Virgin Aston Eyre St Peter’s St Gregory the Great St Michael’s
Bridgnorth Acton Round Aston Eyre Monkhopton Morvillie Upton Cressett

Grab a copy! It’s not just a church magazine, it’s packed with local events, updates, and
everything happening in your community.
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The Very Revd Sarah Brown
Dean of Hereford

On being yourself

| remember my first day of school in September 1969. "Just be yourself!”
exhorted my grandpa - which at the tender age of four made no sense
whatsoever but which | have had good reason to think about many times since.
| have learned that ‘being yourself’ is an important part of living a full and faithful
life.

Each of us is unique yet we feel continual pressure to fit in with the expectations
of others. As my grandpa tried to point out to the anxious four-year-old in the
oversized blazer, happiness comes from embracing who God made us to be.
When we are comfortable in our own skins, we are able to contribute
authentically to our communities and build stronger relationships with others.

It is true of the church too. A church that is unsure of itself can easily drift into
simply reflecting the preferences of society. A confident Church that knows who
and whose it is can lovingly but clearly proclaim its beliefs even when they are
unfashionable and teach the gospel in all seasons even (perhaps especially) at
the hour of death.

Which brings me to the horror of what are euphemistically called “Pure
Cremations”. One might also accurately call them Carcass Disposal. Increasingly,
society is sold on direct cremation because it appears simple, efficient and
cheap. It is also pastorally destructive leaving families with no space to grieve
and acknowledge death.

The Church should ask itself why it is handing the business of dealing with death
over to the secular and profit-seeking funeral industry and whether something
important is being lost on our watch. Christian funerals are not simply about
disposing of a body. They are acts of worship in which we commend a loved one
to God's mercy, support the grieving, give thanks for a life lived, and proclaim the
resurrection of Jesus.
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The Church of England is a custodian of the Christian understanding of death,
burial, resurrection, and hope.

For two millennia, Christians have cared deeply about the treatment of the
body because the body matters to God.

When the Church conducts a funeral, whether culminating in burial or
cremation, it is being itself. It is doing what Christians have done for centuries:
gathering around the dead and the bereaved, speaking words of hope,
praying together, and declaring that death does not have the last word.

If the Church becomes hesitant about offering this witness, it risks forgetting
part of its own identity.

To be confident in whose we are means being confident enough to say that
people need more than efficiency at the end of life. They need prayer,
community, ritual, remembrance and hope.

The Church serves society best not by surrendering these things but by
offering them generously and joyfully and unashamedly in the way that it
knows. Let's be who we are.

The Very Revd Sarah Brown
Dean of Hereford
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2026 Ordinations

On a hot weekend in early July, Hereford Diccese ordained eight new priests, and
three new deacons were made. The cathedral playad host to the traditional Petertide
processions and joyful celebrations, presided over by Bishop Richard. The full list of all
the new priests and deacons can be found on our website here

https Hhaewewr Rereford ar iglican.argd rmirnistryfvocatnons fardination,

Flease join us in graying for all the ordinands as they begin a new chapter of ministry.

Year of Celebration Dates for your calendar

Spiritual Question Times
Evening conversations with Bishop Richard plus local panelist/s (venues thc)

Tuesday, 22nd September, 2026 — Bridgnorth with Dean Sarah, venue
TBC

Tuesday, 10th November, 2026 — with Chancellor James Pacey, venue
TBC

Celebration of Lay Ministry
Worship and Admission of New Readers with Bishop Richard
Saturday, 10th October, 2026 10:30 am at Ludlow 5t Laurence

Celebration of Faith
A Service of Confirmation followed by a celebration tea with Bishop Richard
Saturday 10 Oct 2026 2:30 pm at Ludlow, St Laurence

Celebration Days | Pilgrimage

Waorship and communion led by Bishop Richard

Saturday, 19th September, 2026 at Much Wenlock, honouring St Milburga
Saturday, 17th October, 2026 at Golden Valley / Madley, honouring St
Dyfrig

For more information and to register to attend, please visit our Eventbrite
page at www.eventbrite.co.uk/d/united-kingdom--county-of-
herefordshire/hereford-diocese/
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Clergy Thoughts

But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made
perfect in weakness.” Therefore | will boast all the more gladly about my
weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may rest on me. 2 Corinthians 12:9

We’ve all had occasions which stay with us long after the event. For some it's their
wedding; for others, their graduation; and for others still, a memorable evening at
the theatre or a concert. Well, as | write this, Petertide was only three weeks ago
and thoughts and memories of my Priesting at Hereford Cathedral are still very
much with me.

There are many reasons for this: thanks to the fabulous Hereford Diocese
Communications team, a video was posted on social media on the day of the
ordinations featuring some of the highlights; two days later, | received a folder of
nearly 300 pictures they had taken and only a few days ago a picture that obviously
showed a little more of the fun side of the Church of England than usual appeared
in the Church Times showing all the ordinands climbing, hanging from and milling
around one of the big trees in the Bishop’s garden (needless to say, my feet were
firmly planted on the ground!).

It was also a special weekend because of all the love and support shown from
everyone across the Benefice. | remain honoured, moved and humbled by all those
who came to the cathedral and/or celebrated with us all the following day as |
presided at my first communion. It was such a blessing to know that you were all in
my corner (it was also a blessing that the altar in Morville was far enough away that
you didn’t see any little hiccups!).

And finally, it has stayed with me because quite simply it was a pretty big deal. Even
now when | think of the vows that we made as ordinands, | feel a little lightheaded,
particularly as | dwell on the words: It is to Christ that you will render account for
your stewardship of his people. Yes. It is a big deal and honestly, I'm not really sure
| can do it.

Continued.
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But the simple yet profound words the ordinands sang in the service have stayed
with me and have become something of an anchor for me in times of self-doubt:

Take O take me as | am. Summon up what | shall be. Place your seal upon my
heart and live in me.

Essentially, they serve as a reminder that God calls us not because we are
perfect or ready for service, but as we are. Through His life in us, His Spirit
moving, guiding, and working within us, His power is revealed. What's more, it is
through the process of submitting to His will in our lives and learning to rely on
His strength rather than our own that we are equipped, and the people we are
destined to become are summoned up.

Now that takes the pressure off a little!

And the wonderful thing is that it is not just priests and deacons who are called
and equipped. The Church is one body and we all have our parts to play in his
kingdom work. And if you don’t feel equipped as | so often don'’t, then the words
of that song (which are all supported in the New Testament) are for you as well.

So, | pray you are encouraged today, not to work harder at becoming, and not to
wait until you have become, but to know that God calls you as you are, in
weakness and self-doubt, to rely on His grace and strength, so that your role in
His Kingdom-building mission might be summoned up.

Revd Vickie Dunlop
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St. Mary’s Bridgnorth News

Well what can | tell you has been happening at St. Marys over this Summertime.
The month of July started with a number of us from St. Mary’s going, along with
friends from across the benefice to Vickie’s ordination at Hereford Cathedral. This
was a wonderfully uplifting service . | hope the memory of it will continue to be an
encouragement to Vickie throughout her ministry.

Following the ordination a large group of us from St. Mary’s were delighted to attend
Vickies first communion service at Morville. . The Morville congregation looked after
us all very well and we all enjoyed another of Mary- Janes lovely cakes.

July also saw is holding our Pimm’s and Praise. This was a most delightful
afternoon A lovey service with lovey music on a lovely afternoon . Thanks go to the
very talented musicians who performed so professionally for us. The service was
Followed by Pimm’s and fellowship. | f you weren’t able to join us this time | hope
you will be able to do so next time.

August at St. Mary’s has felt like a real holiday month with lots of visitors in church
and lots of our congregation including our choir taking well-deserved holidays.
September sees everything resuming. We look forward to having the choir back.
The chamber choir practices are starting again in readiness for their much loved
Christmas concert.

The connect lunch will take place on the third Tuesday in September at the Old
Castle. It would be really helpful if you could let me know if you are coming and
choose your meal in advance as this cuts down the amount of time we must wait for
our meals on the day.

September also sees us looking forward to welcoming Riders and Striders on the
12th September and a Daddy’s Hat concert on the 19th September.

Catherine Wilson.
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Remembering Martin Blackburn.

Martin Radmore Blackburn, a long-standing member of St Mary’s congregation, has died at
the age of 87. Martin had served on the PCC, was Treasurer for many years, and remained on
a counting team.

He was born in Broseley where his father was in the police and his mother was an
accomplished historian and author, having written a biography of the Spitfire designer R J
Mitchell. Martin had the distinction of travelling on the Severn Valley line before its closure,
including the long-dismantled railway from Bewdley to Woofferton.

Wartime, and Martin’s early years, took the family to Aberystwyth and subsequently he was
schooled in north Shropshire. His plan to study geology (a lifetime interest) foundered, but
National Service came to the rescue. He was able to serve in the RAF and trained at radio
school prior to posting to Singapore, an experience he really enjoyed. As a flight controller, he
saw that storms could be tracked on radar, permitting an accurate weather forecast.

At last, Martin had discovered his calling which he would pursue for the rest of his professional
life. After National Service it was an easy step to the Meteorological Office, and after training,
he was based in Cambridge working on weather balloons. But more significantly he met
another young scientist, Valerie, with whom he shared a deep faith. They married, and, in due
course, Gavin was born.

In the 1970s Martin saw that the future lay in computing and he went back to college to study
before working on Met Office computers at Beaufort Park, Bracknell, specialising in
thunderstorm tracking. Despite bringing up a young family in this new town Martin and Valerie
found time to travel all over the UK and Europe, often camping, and he was also
churchwarden at St Michaels, Easthampstead.

For retirement, Martin was determined to return to his roots in Shropshire and he and Valerie
settled in Bridgnorth. He enjoyed the garden as well as his church work; and of course, he
took a keen interest in Gavin, his wife Marcia and their children Catherine and lan. Ever the
scientist, Martin continued to record maximum and minimum temperatures, and write a journal,
every day until the end of his life. Well into his eighties he took part in the Bridgnorth Walk. He
was also able to combine his interest in railways and strong ales at the Railwayman’s Arms!
When Valerie’s health deteriorated, and she could no longer live at home, Martin would read
her poetry at Oldbury Grange every day,

He will be much missed.

) A John Fadelle
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Join us each Monday morning to seek
God in prayer for one another, our

community and our world.

9:15am, St Mary’s Church. East Castle
Street

If my"ipeopfe_, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seekmy face... then | will
hear from heaven, and | will forgive their sin and will heal their land 2 Chronicles 7:14

ECUMENICAL -l-

ik

BREAKFAST

PRAYING TOGETHER FOR GOD'S KINGDOM TO COME.

@ © O

TUESDAY
8™ SEPTEMBER 8am

ALL WELCOME. ' Come for prayer.
Stay for breakfast.
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‘ JOIN A

HOUSE G[R:0U>

(erthought you'd like the chance to explore the B@

little more?

House groups offer you exactly that: an opportunity to
discuss and ask questions; to learn and deepen your
faith; to encourage and fellowship with one another.

There are currently 3 different groups across the
Benefice; one is sure to be for you!

For more information, speak to Vickie via phone, email or

L In person

bridgnorthandmorvillecurate@outlook.com
07503160872




The Parish Magazine of the Bridgnorth and Morville Parishes Team Ministry
www.bridgnorthteamministry.org.uk

Congratulations

~ WINNING TICKETS FOR ST MARY’S 200 CLUB
,‘\\'// JULY DRAW ARE AS FOLLOWS:
ZIN £20 lain Seivewright 142
£10 Paul Taylor 26
£10 Catherine Wilson 71 . .
£10 Mavis Cartwright 95 ¢\\\',//,
£10 David and Nicky Cooper 11 ,///‘\\\*
£10 Laura King 150 sV °
£10 Sandra Phillips 80

WINNING TICKETS FOR ST MARY’S 200 CLUB
. AUGUST DRAW ARE AS FOLLOWS:

2\
—e =y £20 Richard Cowell 148

TN

//i\\. £10 Christopher Gill 92
£10 Anwen Arthur 165

£10 Roger Taylor 137
£10 Sylvia Robbins 72

£10 Marie Wilkes 99

£10 June Griffiths 97 . \'//
N
N2
- -. =
7ZINS
\e
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St Mary’s Magdalene, Quatford News

| hope this finds you all well. The weather has been exceptionally hot , a little to
much for most of us. | for one shall be pleased to see some rain, for the sake of
the garden if nothing else. Although a shortage of water is always a concern.

Some of you may have heard by now, that the long awaited lift has arrived, been
installed and commissioned. We were able to use it on Sunday 9th August for the
morning service, which was obviously very pleasing for those up the who have
struggled up the steps over the last few months (well nearly 12 months) itis a
great relief to be up and running once again. Very similar to the previous lift , just a
more up to date model.

Many thanks to all who have helped in any way for us to achieve our goal.

We are as usual taking part in the Ride and Stride, when | say taking part | should
say the church will be open to visitors and refreshments will be available, and a
slice of cake for anyone who may feel in need of sustenance. We look forward to
seeing you.

Our Harvest Festival service this year Sunday 27th September will consist of a
Soup lunch followed by something sweet, this will start 1.00 pm and and the
service will follow on and take the form of a Songs of Praise, at 3.00pm.

All are welcome, but please book a place if you would like to join us

(just as a guide for catering purposes).

We are asking for a small donation of £5.00 to cover costs.

(Rachel 01746 766146 )

Rachel Edwards
12
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16"

s@ﬁw"e‘ ALP HA

s*" you'RE INVITED!
EXPLORE
LIFE, FAITH AND
MEANING

* Wednesday evenings

* /pm-8:30pm

e St James’ Hall Church, Lodge

Lane, WV15 5DD
e Light refreshments provided

Let us know you’re
coming:
bridgnorthteamministry@

yahoo.co.uk
More info: 07503160872

A Week of Prayer

In the second week of September, there will be an
opportunity to meet and pray each evening of the week at
a different church in the Benefice.

Mon 7t St Nicholas, Oldbury
September @ 6:30pm

Tues 8" St Mary’s, Bridgnorth:

September prayer breakfast @ 8am

Tues 8™ Aston Eyre Church
September @ 6:30pm

o St Calixtus, Astley Abbotts
eds 9
September @ 6:30pm

Thurs 10 St Gregory’s, Morville @
September 6:30pm

Fri 11th St Mary’s, Quatford
September @ 6:30pm

‘If my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and
pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will
hear and | will forgive their sin and will heal their land.” 2 Chronicles 7:
14

&

BOOKS & JIGSAWS

ST MARY’S CHURCH

= FROM 10AM TO 1PM 2#4-

UNWANTED GIFTS &
HOMEMADE CAKES

TEA & COFFEE
WILL BE SERVED
=30
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(Whal's en)-
A, ~
OUR COMMUNITY
> Cveryons welcome! 4~
JEY 2%, COFFEE N’ CHAT | = ™
<> .

@ 10am - 12 noon
at St James's Hall

Next session:

th
¥ Come along for a cuppa and a chat 11th & 25™ September
: : Contact Liz Fisher to confirm
¥ Friendship * Conversation * Community S W T
v A warm welcome awaits 01746 764059

P,
ST MARYS i

BRIDGNORTH
COFFEE SHOP

Every Saturday
10.00am - 12.30pm
at the back of church.

CONNECT LUNCH

!

o Ny

@ View the menu online
or at the back of

St Mary's church.

at Jhe Ol Castle, Bf‘w{?’w"’ th ‘o Contact Catherine Wilson
W : 01746 761786
Tuesday 15th September12.30pm To book your place by

If you would like to join us please look at the midday on Monday.

menu online or at the back of St Mary's church.

)
LADIES THAT DO BRUNCH = o0, c....ccoime o }
y

Before the lunch.

Partlors HHall @ - cootict Church
v

to confirm numbers:
Saturday 5th September 11.00am 01746 768129

This is a jeint venture with the Baptist church. We would |
love you ta join us for what we hope will be a wonderful
time of friendship and support, as well as a place where
wa can invite non-Christian's.

14
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Ay
7N\

St Leonards »
Hall Church o

> All Ag e Servnce’ -
T e

Musw « Food Stories
< . e

Time: Where:
10:30am-11:30am St Leonard’s Hall Church

Next session September 2026

e <] For more information email: bridgnorthandmorvillecurate@outlook.com, >
~ ¥ or call Vickie on 07503 160872 -

WHERE:
St. Mary's Church
Bridgnorth

1 l WHEN:
S A R s (9 E:;:{h:; t:t-;{:)zllrholida)‘s
ODDLER TIME:
BABY AND A - GOUP 0-5 10am - 11.30am

and a chance to meet other parents.

£2.00 (per family)

FACEBOOK PAGE:
Little Stars Bridgnorth 0O
for latest updates! \,,9

If you would like any more

information please

contact Helen (v ©;
through our Facebook Page d
or just pop in. o | 7

e % 7

15
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o \N\-\AT CAN Yoy -

XPECT?

TEA, COFFEE f '\ TOYS GALORE
& BISCUITS

\ Brldgnorth /
\ Tea & Tots /

\P LAY - LEARN LlLIGH !oan:!/

—————— Lots of toys to
A cuppa and a explore, imagine
I biscuit while the and play
* little ones play! together.

CRAFTS &
MESSY PLAY

Get creative,

get messy and
have lots of fun!

STORY TIME,
SINGING &
MORE

Songs, stories,

" dressing up and
plenty of giggles!

FRIENDLY
FACES

A warm welcome,
great conversations

and a lovely
community feel.

SNACKS
INCLUDED
Healthy snacks
fior busy little
explorers.

~ GVERYONE
E ELCOME!

COST
almla STARTING L v £2 fist child
MO i ST LE D's 50
v SEp

A RELAXED, FRIENDLY PLAYGROUP FOR LITTLE ONES
AND THE GROWN-UPS WHO LOVE THEM. ¥

Bridgnorth Tea & Tots = Is new to Bridgnorth.

Bridgnorth Tea & Tots is run entirely by a team of local volunteers, made up of busy parents, local
childminders and, with the support of the team at St Leonard’s Hall Church. We’re all giving our time
because we believe every family deserves somewhere warm & welcoming to spend a Monday morning

For over 30 years, this much-loved group was lovingly run by two dedicated sisters, and we’d like to thank
them for everything they gave to generations of local families. Their hard work created something that
meant so much to so many, and we’re grateful to be continuing that story.

Now we’re excited to build on that wonderful legacy, bringing fresh ideas while keeping the warm,
welcoming community spirit that has always made this group so special.

@ Bridgnorth Tea & Tots isn't just organised by volunteers. It's brought to life by local people who care
about local families.

We can’t wait to welcome both familiar and new faces when we open our doors again on Monday 7th
September.

Whether you’re coming along for the first time or returning with another little one, the kettle will be on, the
toys will be ready, and a warm welcome will be waiting. = &

16
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*
LUMOS

PFPEESEMNTS

HANS ZIMMER

Malgd

{ EXPERIENCE IN BRIDGNORTH
O iR e “ Iq.lllhlilﬂ

FRIDAY 11TH SEPTEMBER 2026
R LT ey J:.!:.;t-..-. Y TR R s uaafant g !

‘ ﬂﬁh CHURCH OF ST. MARY MAGDALENE, BRIDGNORTH

Lumos brings you enchanting concert experiences paying homage to — e
g8 ) s ; & P Beye : 8 / aa > A donation is made to
world famous artists. We've partnered with spectacular locations & ( ¥ | a different charity

3 . B 3 ere na
churches across the UK to deliver a concert experience that is nothing \\ il TP
short of magical.

Kl__‘l Ir“.l OR\*I r-\T](]N ]’l EASE READ TYPE OF PERFORMANCE

Frlday 11th September 2026 The performance at this event
will be a String Trio

o St Mary Magdalene Church, East Castle Street,
e Bridgnorth. UK, WV16 4AF LIST OF SONGS:

« 3 Sittings: 1st Sitting: 5-6pm 1 Gladiator
Doors open at 4:15pm [ Kung Fu Panda
2nd Sitting: 7-8pm
Doors open at 6:15pm
3rd Sitting: 9-10pm
Doors open at 8:30pm 3 Cornfield

» Entry: 1st Sitting: Doors open at 4:15pm | 3 The Holiday
2nd Sitting: Doors open at 6:15pm | A Interstellar
3rd Sitting: Doors open at 8:30pm

Sherlock Holmes
Madagascar

Eptescious
Lion King

Seating Is First Come First Serve To Your fi Pirates of the Caribbean
Allocated Tiered Zones (In Platinum, Gold, : e
Silver, Bronze)

Please Read Our FAQ's s a ,.

Musical Theme: A Classical Hans Zimmer Tribute

This event is for eight year olds & above 'i__,,;?/ R - 4 a
Email us for Customer Support @ s -4 LN - ndb
X 2

customerservice@lumos-experiences.com

Accessibility: This venue is wheelchair "‘N“.'mi o B ;JELJ:'M

; I il
accessible however every venue differs & we | n W ""ié;‘-l! v » ",
can't guarantee front row. L (PRI a el

, L i s i Fl
LUMOS o unfe :A/ng.fff’mtrrr: evening of music, e‘{g rmm‘z"?@&.}qﬁrﬁ_
. v & |’;f Y ¢ &
— EXPERIENCES — LIVE MUSIC. ICONIC FILMS. MAGICAL ATMOSPHERE.

T ot EEL, check ol sat . ’e’("f‘z/e’h ,Ja((

https://facebook.com/events/s/a-hans-zimmer- cmd]ehﬂht expe/2077660469841571/
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/ JOIN US F[']P
A RELAXED EVENING '\

.' OF GOOD COMPANY,

GREAT (HFESE

SATURDAY G AT
==s] 5TH SEPTEMBER 7PM

WITH A SPEAKER FROM g
“BLOOD BIKES”.

NO TICKETS | ALL PROFITS
PAY ON TO THE
THE DOOR BLOOD BIKES

<3 W&Mﬁwﬁﬁwww/ 2

£10

= W '\ ’lH'ﬂTEﬂ To OUp
=23 V<46

ARVES

y FUUI] FELLOWSHIP « GRATITUDE
A warm welcome, delicious soup
S and good company for all.

D o el

SONGS OF PRAISE
AT 3PM

e SOUP LUNCH
AT 1PM

F DONATIONS
* L STMARY'S CHURCH |

OFE5 o

.I ﬁ ST NICOLAS CHURCH MM P
OLDBURY & oo e
: 22 ALLWELCOME

DONATIONS WELCOME
IN AID OF OUR CHURCH

CONTACT RACHEL

SUNDAY
: . 2%/ SEPTEMBER 20™
P @ 4PM e

4 COME & GIVE THANKS = SING = ENJOY COMMUNITY TERORR FOF SRR EORRESES

18
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St Calixtus, Astley Abbotts News %&%
2
LF

Hello from a very parched Astley Abbotts, where our poor farmers are
struggling to harvest as the crops are too dry, something very unusual & very
difficult for them all to cope with. We hold all farmers in our prayers at this
busy time.

As | write this article we have just thoroughly enjoyed our Breakfast Garden
Gathering where 32 of us joined to worship & enjoy breakfast in Carol
Baker’s beautiful garden.

A big thank you to Carol for her generosity in sharing her space, to the

McHugh & Mondon families for their contribution & to Richard Commander &
Peter Holding for the delightful music, hopefully we can do something similar
again soon if the weather holds!

On Thursday 3rd September Caring For God’s Acre are coming to scythe the
meadow at church, they will be with us from 10am to 3pm, please do come
along to help. Either with the scything which is always fun, or other tasks like
keeping the workers topped up with tea & cake. Let us know if you would like
to help, after all ‘many hands’ & all that!

Our Harvest Supper this year will be on Saturday 10th October at Stone
Croft at 6pm. There will be live music & a two course hot meal as usual. Do
contact any of the followin to book your place: Rosemary Patey, Peter or
Helen Holding or Juanita Gennard

Alternatively message us through the St Calixtus Facebook page.
./ Attendance will be ticket only, bought in advance as this is a private home.
q%\ﬂ/e are very grateful to Rachel & David for their hospitality, numbers will be
limited so don'’t leave it too long to book!

19
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St Calixtus, Astley Abbotts News ‘Xp

As is traditional, our Harvest Festival Service will take place on the following day,
Sunday 11th October, starting at 4pm. Do come along, refreshments will be
served after the service & we usually arrange a surprise or two! The service will
be suitable for all ages, all faiths & none as usual. This is a great community
worship opportunity & a great way to pray for & show our support for our farming
families, some of whom will join us if their work allows.

Our thoughts are with those in our community who are ill, please let us know if
you or anyone you know would like some practical support or prayer from us.

We also send our prayers & love to the Gennard & Parr families on the loss of
their Uncle recently.

We are looking forward to meeting together at the Benefice Songs of Praise at St
Leonard’s Hall Church on 30th August at 3.30pm, please note that this will, of

course, replace our usual morning service at St Calixtus.

We hope that you will join us at a service or event soon, in the meantime we
continue to pray for our community & send our love.

God bless you.

Helen
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hl]m_.mg people to
in bt‘..tl.Lflfl.Ll historic \p{r_es

", TO THE HAT_

ABOUT DADDY’S HAT
v

Daddy’s Hat is a local community music initiative in the Bridgnorth
area that hosts informal live performances where voluntary
donations (“to the hat™) support church funds and community projects.

b JoINUs  § —k
SATURDAY
v |9 SEPTEMBER v

ST MARY MAGDALENE CHURCH

@ ® O

BEAUTIFUL COMMUNITY SUPPORT LOCAL
LOCAL YENUES TOGETHER PROJECTS
Historic churches Informal concerts Your denations help
that connect, inspire maintain our churches
and support our and fund local
community. initiatives.

across Bridgnorth and
the surrounding area.

v v

/

Gireat musie. mej

“
Keep an eye on local notices and |
church websites for programme details.

@ All welcome - bring your friends, family and a donation!

/
Vo

N

——

1
% Up coming dates for your diary.

Tasley Film Flicks Saturday 3rd October 7pm - Tasley Village Hall - Contact To Book

Ann 764881, Fiona 765512 or Margaret 761847

Two Sopranos and baritone concert 4.30pm on wards Saturday october 3™ - St Marys Church

Repair Cafe St James Hall Saturday 3™ October 9am

Harvest Services -

St Calixtus Astley Abbotts

10™ October Harvest Supper 6pm

11" Harvest Thanksgiving Service - 4pm

Aston Eyre

Harvest Festival with refreshments after service
11™ October - 6.30pm

21

St Marys the Virgin Acton Round

10™ October Harvest 6pm
St Marys Bridgnorth

11" October Harvest 10.30am

St Peters Monkopton

4* October - Harvest 3pm

St Peter and St Paul Tasley

12" October - Harvest Supper 7pm
Aston Eyre

History Day Event 10" October - 1lam
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ASTON EYRE HISTORY DAY.
Saturday 10™ October 2026

ASTON EYRE CHURCH Endowed in 1132.

Refreshments will be available in the church from 10am where there will also be a
display on the history of the church and village.

ASTON EYRE HALL GUIDED TOUR AND TALK at 11a.m.

Aston Eyre Hall is a Grade II* high status stone built medieval dwelling. It is situated on a
formerly defended area immediately to the north of the Norman church and associated
with a Gatehouse now in separate ownership to the east.

The Hall had an unusual building history and seems to have taken over a century to
complete; by the end of the 16" century it appears to have been converted to agricultural
use and remained so until the end of the 20™ century. Despite being re-roofed and
pierced with agricultural openings the building retained its essentially medieval character
and survived because it still had purpose. Since the end of farming on the site the
building has been redundant and inevitably maintenance became neglected further. The
site was divided into two properties and the now owner began a campaign of repairs to
the medieval buildings and there are intentions to restore some or all of the site to
residential use in order to ensure its long term future.

The owner of Aston Eyre Hall will commence the guided tour at 11a.m and the tour will
take between one and one and a half hours. The cost for the tour is £5 per person.
Please wear sturdy shoes and appropriate clothing as much of the tour will not be under
cover.

The Time Team crew visited Aston Eyre Hall and the programme (series 5 episode 6 is
available free to view on Youtube)

All proceeds to go to Aston Eyre Church.
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JOIN THE —

St Mary’s
Church Choir!

— CALLING ALL SINGERS! —

Are you looking for a new challenge and a chance to develop
your vocal skills? The St Mary’s Church Choir is seeking new

members.
r MUSIC SCHEDULE \
WEDNESDAYS | SUNDAYS
6:00 - 7:00 PM 10:30 AM SERVICE
Practice in Join us for our 10:30 am service
St Mary Magdalene Church. | (arrive from 10:00 am).
k. J
— ABOUT US —

The Choir is a friendly and welcoming group of singers who come together
to make music and enrich our worship.

@ NO EXPERIENCE NECESSARY!

We welcome singers of all ages and abilities. Whether you're
a seasoned chorister or just starting out, we'd love to hear
from you.

If you're interested in joining, please come along
COME AND to our practice on Wednesday evenings. Meet our
GIVE IT A GO! friendly choir members and director, and get a
taste of what we're all about.

—— MORE INFORMATION ——

P WY For more information, please contact our Director of Music:

Steve Cooper T: 07467 192281 | E: secooper1971@hotmail.com

We lootk %ﬁ»ﬁw-wo{ Lo w-eﬂwm%- gww." 2
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f‘- . St Mary’s Chamber Choir
4 L SOS! Sing on Saturdays
Nary f (Choir founded in 2005)

(57;{”;{/;” Rehearsals resume on Saturday 5" September 2026 in

_—

o) Choir

Conductor - Steve Cooper
Accompanist - Oliver Clarke

preparation for our Advent & Christmas Concert
on Saturday 5" December 2026 at 7pm.
These rehearsals take place at 10.00am - 11.30am
in church (St Mary's - East Castle St).

No voice test just come along and join 50 other singers both men,

women and students as we begin to prepare music for Christmas.
New members are always welcome.
For further details: please contact via email to Jane Downing -
jane.downingb0@gmail.com

d on our website:

League of Friends
i w of Bridgnorth Hospital

4:!’ ?

y For people with memory loss
& their carers

A\ Held in the
League of Friends Coffee Shop

2:00 - 4:00pm
FIRST AND THIRD FRIDAY
OF EACH MONTH

The League of Friends of Bridgnorth Hospital. Bridgnorth Community Hospital,
Northgate, Bridgnorth, Shropshire, WV16 4EU

Email: bridgnorthlof@gmail.com € ©  Telephone: 07796 076141
Registered Charity No: 515567

24



The Parish Magazine of the Bridgnorth and Morville Parishes Team Ministry
www.bridgnorthteamministry.org.uk

St Nicholas, Oldbury News

Who can believe that this is the September issue of Crosslink already,
Everyone that i speak to feels that the year is going quickly.

The summer holidays are coming to an end and now we are looking forward
to Harvest festival.

To celebrate the harvest this year on Sunday 20" September there will be a
Hymns and Pimms, Songs of praise at 4 o’clock in the afternoon.

We are hoping to have this outside if the weather is kind to us. As usual
donations for the Food Bank will be very greatfully received.

We are very happy to welcome back Revd Marjorie back after her summer
break and on the 19" July we also welcomed John Prockter, who came to talk
to us and update us on the work of the Bridgnorth Youth and School Projects.
He gave such a very informative and interesting talk about the work done with
young people in a very wide area in and around Bridgnorth. he also answered
several questions from the congregation at the end of the session.

There is going to be a Week of Prayer starting from Monday 7" September to
Friday 10" September when there will be an opportunity to meet and pray
together.

Each day it will be held at a different church, on Monday 7" September St.
Nicholas Oldbury will be pleased to welcome everyone from 6.30pm.

It has been a quite period for St. Nicholas but we look forward to seeing
everyone back from holiday and planning events for the Autumn.

Pam Winwood
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St Peter & St Paul, Tasley News

It’s time for our September newsletter for Cross+Link. What a summer of sunshine it
has been and still no rain!

On the 4th July we visited Hereford Cathedral to attend and Celebrate Vickie’s
Ordination and then on Sunday we attended St Gregory’s Church Morville where Vickie
presided over her first service of Holy Communion. We wish her and her family well as
she continues her Ministry.

In July we welcomed Annabelle Careless and her Family into Tasley Church for her
Baptism. We hope to welcome them again at future Services.

Our thanks to Lucinda, our new Lay Reader for leading our Life and Soul Service on the
26th July. We look forward to seeing her again in the future.

We continue to remember Jen, Irene, Shelah and Paul and all those who can longer get
to Church on Sundays. Please know that we are here if you need anything.

It was with great sadness that learned of the death of Rick Hollands and our thoughts
and Prayers are with Sarah, Gareth and all the family.
Rick’s Funeral Service will take place at Tasley Church on the 11th September.

Our thoughts and Prayers are also with the families of Finley Monteith and Neil Jones
who’s Funeral Services took place at Tasley Church during July.

100 Club Winners
July
105 David Heighway
109 Sarah Holland
27 John Jenkins
Aug
74 Chris Nock
145 Elizabeth Martin
1 Hugo Davies

Events

Sat 5th Sept — Wine & Cheese Evening with a speaker from “The Blood Bikers”.
In the village hall at 7pm - £10

Mon 7" Sept — Coffee Morning in the village hall - 10.30 to 12pm

\r Margaret

» <7
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- PLEASE
: JOIN US

ARIBE+STRIDES

Explore villages and parish churches by bike or on foot.
Enjoy exercise, meet new people and raise much
needed funds for your church

SATURDAY 12 SEPTEMBER 2026 countiesacrons e UK. Rde & Stide’ o ratse money o
Raise Money for your Church
whilst enjoying the Shropshire Countryside
Saturday 12th September

Every year in early September, the Shropshire Historic Churches Trust
organises a sponsored ‘Ride and Stride’. This is a great way of spending
an enjoyable day exploring Shropshire as well as making money for our
own churches and for the Trust. Half the money raised goes to our local
church and the remainder to the Trust which helps Shropshire’s churches
by providing grants for maintenance and repairs.

Participants visit as many (or as few) churches as they wish, usually
cycling or walking between them, but horse riders and those arriving by
car or mobility scooter are also very welcome.

You can choose to be sponsored for each church or chapel visited or just
for taking part. Many take part with friends or as a family and you can
choose whether to visit locally or explore further afield. If you can’t Ride &
Stride, why not fill your car with friends and drive between churches?

Most churches provide simple refreshments and at many you’ll also
receive a warm welcome from locals and maybe learn something about
the church and its fascinating history.

To find out more about getting involved or sponsoring someone, contact
Sheila Royle for St Mary’s, Bridgnorth or your local church co-ordinator.

Further information and lists of participating churches are on the website:
www.shropshirehct.org.uk.
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PLANNING AHEAD FO
A NEW SERVICE ROT

A day for everyone involved in worship
across our benefice to come together,
share ideas and plan a sustainable
and life-giving service pattern

for the future.

. il _ A3 o ! | W
SHARE EXPLORE PLAN BUILD FOR
EXPERIENCES | OPTIONS E TOGETHER THE FUTURE
s i Creative ideas for i Sustainable,

What's working well Working together
and what challenges | worship that serve to shape a rota that welcoming, and rooted

do we face? our communities. supports pecple in our shared vision,
and mission.

S5 P e G S TASLEY VILLAGE HALL

10.00AM — 3.30PM WV16 4NJ
EWW iwolired in leading or supporling wership is warmly i

CLERGY = LAY READERS + WORSHIP LEADERS = MUSICIANS
SIDESPEQOPLE = AND MORE!

OFFEE AND

ROVIDED

Zﬂf S fa&é about &fe
ﬂfmz’%’ & Bb%i'yfﬁmg,
i between

TUESDAY

MAIN ROAD, SHAKESPEARE

Al faiths. No faith. Just curious ? You're very welcome.
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The Bridgnorth and Morville Benefice

* Grief feeling too heavy to carry alone?

A friendly space to be listened to, share cake,
meet others and find non-judgemental support—
wherever you are on your journey through loss

When 130pm 3pm on the 1™ Wednesday of
™ cach month
Where St James” Hall Church, Lodge Lane,
WV15 5DD
Contact: Vickie

i, lmdgnorthand morvillecurate@outlook. (om
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You don’t have to face it alone ©

BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT &

IN BRIDGNORTH & SHROPSHIRE

Grief can affect us all in different ways.
There is no right or wrong way to grieve.
Help and support are here for you. %

LOCAL SUPPORT IN BRIDGNORTH & SHROPSHIRE

The Mary Stevens Hospice Severn Hospice

Bereavement Support Bereavement Support

Emotional support for adults, either one-to-one Free, confidential support for adults, children
or in a group, following the death of someone and young people. Groups and one-to-one
close. Open to anyone in Shropshire. support available.

. 01743 442619 . 01743 492911

B bereavement@marystevenshospice.co.uk B bereavement@severnhospice.org.uk
& www.marystevenshospice.co.uk ) www.severnhospice.org.uk
Bridgnorth Bereavement Support Group Cruse Bereavement Support
Friendly local group offering a safe space to share Shropshire Branch

and be heard. Meetings are held monthly. Nationwide charity offering support, information

and understanding to help you through grief.
¢, 01743 914500
shropshire@cruse.org.uk

. 07842 259 845

bridgnorthbereavementsupport@outlook.com

(Please leave a message or email for details)
@ www.cruse.org.uk

o URGENT HELP & CRISIS SUPPORT

Samaritans Shropshire NHS 111 — Option 2
Free, 24/7 support for anyone Mental Health Support For urgent mental health support
feeling overwhelmed or struggling 24/7 support for mental health when it's not an emergency but
to cope. crisis in Shropshire. you need help.
S 116 123 *. 0800 054 5304 L om
B jo@samaritans.org (24 hours a day, 7 days a week) (Select option 2)
@ www.samaritans.org i mhsupport@shropshire.gov.uk & www.1l.nhs.uk

@ SUPPORT FOR SPECIFIC BEREAVEMENTS 2& SUPPORT FOR CHILDREN & FAMILIES

Survivors of Bereavement by Suicide (SOBS) Hope House Children's Hospices
Support for anyone affected by suicide. Bereavement Support
%, 0300 111 5065 Suppert for children and young people

living with grief.

t. 01691671671

& support@hopehouse.org.uk
@& www.hopehouse.org.uk

B email@uksobs.org
@ www.uksobs.org

Way (Widowed & Young) R e =
Support far men and women aged 50 and under Shropshire Family Information Service (FIS)
b b e e witowed |nf|jrm:ali|;|r1 an local support far families

and children.
. 0300 2010051 t, 01743 254400
B  hello@widowedandyoung.org.uk = fis@shropshire.gov.uk
@ www.widowedandyoung.org.uk @&  www.shropshire.gov.uk/fis

@ Grief is a journey, not a destination. Be gentle with yourself. If you are worried about

- r i somecne, trust your instincts
Heﬂp L5 M@. Hﬂf?ef L5 M&..-# Lhe and reach out for help.

Q FOR MORE INFORMATION AND LOCAL SERVICES VISIT: www.shropshire.gov.uk/bereavement-support
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Established

Shropshire “since
AYfetsa IMlbares o

Memory Café

Are you living with or supporting someone with dementia or
memory issues?

Joinus at our Memory Café!

A warm, welcoming space for those living with dementia and their caregivers.
Meet new friends, share stories, and feel supported. No need to book, andit’s
FREE to attend.

Everyoneis welcome!

Venue: 2026 Forthcoming Cafés:

Bridgnorth Library, Listley Street, Second Wednesday of every month.

Bridgnorth, WV16 4AW
1thMarch

8th April

13th May

10th June

8th July
12th August
@ 9th September
14th October

1th November
9th December

Time: 2:00pm - 4:00 pm

Formore
information:
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'Shire
Stairlifts|

SHROPSHIRE BASED STAIRLIFT COMPANY
INSTALLATION
SERVICE & REPAIR
FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTATION

2yr warranty on new stairlifts Contact us for details

07725 337918

Crown House, Lancaster Rd Shrewsbury, SY13LG
Email:info@shirestairlifts.co.uk

www.shirestairlifts.co.uk

e

Perry & Phillips

Funeral Directors

Caring for the Community since 1835

Our Family Helping Yours

Tel: 01746 765255
www.perryandphillipsfunerals.com
Email: enquiries@perryandphillipsfunerals.com

- Quay House, 4 Underhill Street, Bridgnorth, WV16 4BB Tel: (01746) 765255
- Cowley House, High Street, Highley, WV16 6LF Tel: (01746) 862225
- Mortimer House, 18 Church St, Cleobury Mortimer, DY14 8BX Tel: 01299 661755
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et Hearing Aids - Tionitus Therapy
o hearing CheCk Mow

call 01746 572572

Sound Advice Safely Delivered!

Second Sense Bridgnorth is a local, small “Firstclass service...
family business providing Shropshire, the very informative, with
Black Country and West Midlands with

3 s ; good advice and a relief
excellent hearing services including:

to have found such a

@ free hearing checks gearwaxremoval professional, caring
¥ latesthearing aids W tinnitus therapy specialist...cannot
¥ anymake hearing aidrepairs recommend enough...
Dave and Anthony Jennings are both Thankyou.” Mrs G

fully qualified Hearing Aid Audiologists
with over 40 years’ experience. Becky
Jennings, highly experienced in adult and
children’s services, looks after our Admin
and Social Media as well as helping on
the front desk.

With appointments at our Bridgnorth
hearing centre orinyour home, popinor

call01746 572572 and letus help

Y
you hearclearly again! Second
10 Whitburn Street
Bridg rliorL';'I:\nWVr:lze4QN S e n S e 9

www.secondsense.co.uk Hearing Specialists
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Bowenbodyandmind

BALANCE. RESTORE. THRIME.

Gentle Therapy,
Powerful Results. o

Bowen Therapy is a gentle, non-invasive treatment that
helps your body reset, relieve pain, reduce stress and
support natural healing.

rfﬁ'mgzpw%\ég

Pain Relief Stress Reducti I d

FIND US ON INSTAGRAM
: @bowenbodyandmind
FIND US ON FACEBOOK
,)’ 3 Bowenbodyandmind

CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE
Bowenbodyandmind.com

FEEL THE DIFFERENCE. LIVE IN BALANCE.

STRETCH 4.
& TONE ¢a#

> . St Leonard’s Church Hall. - CSy

&7

ll\:dl})ll?m(NGS | 7 76?1%

Experienced Instructor, fabulous music, @
working on all parts of the body. ~ GENT
S DR ol et T e I EXERCISE

Come andhjoin us for . great workout! (D (T st

: i i i ' Stronger bodies,
Fabulous Workingon Improve flexibility, u AT
musicto all partsof strength, balance : RS
keep you the body and well-being ppLer lives:

motivated

Contact. - Angie Roberts.

® 07900981724 @ angie.roberts5151@gmail.com
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~ KEEP FIT CLASSES FOR THE YOUNG AT HEART,

-

s BUT A LITTLE OLDER EVERYWHERE ELSE!

'CHAIR-BASED

=
&

Would you like to attend a class y ¥ g
but the days of you getting down

@  on the floor are now history?

WE HAVE THE SOLUTION! ;1

GENTLE ON YOUR JOINTS

These gentle exercises help lubricate
the joints and keep everything moving,
easing any tight spots or stiffness
that may have begun to set in.

WHAT ARE
YOU WAITING FOR?

If the creaking
sound you hear is
you, why not come

- . ?
IDEAL FOR EVERYONE and join us?
Ideal for anyone who has
difficulty getting down onto
the floor to exercise.

oW
IMPROVE YOUR WELLBEING ": ]
Improve mobility, strength, - — g
balance and wellbeing - all PER SESS'ON

from the comfort of a chair.

S8 3 CLASSES TO CHOOSE FROM! (i

MONDAYS TUESDAYS | WEDNESDAYS
ssa ' 10.30AM - 11.15AM s 10.45AM - 11.30AM = s _11.00AM - 11.45AM
Low TOWN ST LEONARD'S  Low TOWN
COMMUNITY HALL CHURCH HALL, ' COMMUNITY HALL

BRIDGNORTH RACECOURSE DRIVE BRIDGNORTH

! BRIDGNORTH

i B o eEAE 1 : . _-_"

NO BOOKING e Tel: Angie Appleton QQ
REQUIRED ! We'd g‘we' 07946 509245 el

sV R TR T W Email: | ENJOY LIFE! /
spetyus Cj v angie@angiepilates.co.uk 2 277 2
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COMme JOIN US AT..

GOLDEN
CIRCLE
ART
CLUB

ADULTS ART CLUB
ST LEONARD'S HALL,
BRIDGMNORTH.

€UERY THURSDAY
SEPTIT™ - OCT 22 &
Nou 5™- DEC 20™

10AM-1PM

SPACES AUAILABLE!

FOR MOBE INFORMATION EMATL:
ERYEFOEDEREEOTMAIL . CO.TE OR 4
JEANETTENEITFOERDRCHAIL . COM

Small Mobility Scooter in
full working order.

Can take the scooter apart
and place in car boot.
£300 ONO
Telephone 01746 765388
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Looking for a venue?

St Leonard’s Hall Church — Venue Hire
Racecourse Drive, Bridgnorth WV16 4NR

St James’ Hall Church — Venue Hire
Lodge Lane, The Grove Bridgnorth.

A welcoming and affordable venue suitable for
community groups, meetings, clubs, celebrations and
family events.

Comfortable facilities available for a range of
occasions.

St James’ Hall Church offers a comfortable and
welcoming venue at an affordable price.

Ideal for community groups, clubs, meetings,
celebrations and family gatherings.

For bookings and enquiries contact:
Mary-Jane
Tel: 01746 767174 Mary-Jane

Email: bridgnorthteamministry@yahoo.co.uk Tel: 01746 767174
Email: bridgnorthteamministry@yahoo.co.uk

For bookings and enquiries contact:

Tasley Village Hall - Venue Hire Astley Abbotts Village Hall
Church Ln, Bridgnorth WV16 4NJ
A spacious and affordable venue,

A spacious and affordable venue, perfect for groups, clubs, events and family parties.
perfect for groups, clubs, events and family parties. Reasonable rates available.

Reasonable rates available.
Booking Secretary Charles Morris 01746 762029
To book, contact Fiona:

01746 765512

07986 638074

Email: tasleyhallbooking@gmail.com
Or visit: tasleyvillagehall.weebly.com

e

If you would like your church profile updating on the Bridgnorth Team
Ministry website please send through any information you would like
to add or change. If you are sending photos please make sure you
have permission to use them on a public website before sending.
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Useful Numbers

Princess Royal Hospital 01952 641222 Bridgnorth Endowed School 01746 762103
Royal Shrewsbury Hospital 01743 261000 ©Oldbury Wells School 01746765454

New Cross Hospital 01902 307999 St John’s Primary School 01746762061
Bridgnorth Hospital 01746762641 St Leonard’s Primary School 01746762781

Bridgnorth Medical Practice 01746767121 St Mary’s Primary School 01746763455
, Castlefields Primary School 01746764072
Police non-emergency calls 101

St Leonard’s Church Custodian 01746769720
Gas emergency 0800 111999

o Catholic Church of St John 01746 762348
Electricity emergency 0800 056 8090 Bridgnorth Baptist Church 01746 768129

Shropshire Council 0345 678 9000 Cartway Methodist Church 01746 764359
Bridgnorth Library 763358

Traveline (Buses) 0870 6082608
Shropshire Fire and Rescue 01743 260260
Shropshire Rural Support 07949 780529

Advertise Your Business in OQur <

CROSS LINK CROSS 1y |
CHURCH MAGAZINE :

Are you looking for a great way to promote your business
while supporting your local community?

Our Cross Link Church Magazine reaches a wide and
engaged audience across the Bridgnorth area, making
it the perfect place to showcase your products

and services.

- X This is a fantastic opportunity
FULL PAGE HALF PAGE ‘ QUARTER PAGE to gain visibility, connect with

i local residents, and support a
D% : PER YEAR
LS

3 £90 | £45 valued community publication.
' PER YEAR i : PER YEAR TO BOOK YOUR SPACE OR

MORE, PL
te ini

A

ﬁg@ﬁz@r in Faith. Sl
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tel:01746762348
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=1c70d0f373a16c56698707d16499d9eeb60fc0d3b18af37398f495b28c33c099JmltdHM9MTc4MTQ4MTYwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=0d17d8a7-4ad5-61fb-2e44-ce984b786063&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYmluZy5jb20vYWxpbmsvbGluaz91cmw9aHR0cCUzYSUyZiUyZnd3dy5icmlkZ25vcnRoYmFwdGlzdC5jby51ayUyZiZzb3VyY2U9c2VycC1sb2NhbCZoPXFOMyUyZjl6TlM5MVZ5czk4alQxdTklMmZkeUFzM0JDJTJiVGJqWW5RbWFKdW9KYWclM2QmcD1sd19tYWdzbWx0JmlnPTM5REQ2QUQwMjFBNzQxQkI5NTlCNjRBRUY5Njc1QTI3JnlwaWQ9WU5CNzI4OUREODVCODlEMTZG&ntb=1
tel:01746768129
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=24197a2c8c5dfd7b7c6bf5ba7346edbe6c5dc3726dd67444964d306ee873dbfaJmltdHM9MTc4MTQ4MTYwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=0d17d8a7-4ad5-61fb-2e44-ce984b786063&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYmluZy5jb20vYWxpbmsvbGluaz91cmw9aHR0cHMlM2ElMmYlMmZ3d3cuY2FydHdheW1ldGhvZGlzdGNodXJjaC5jby51ayUyZiZzb3VyY2U9c2VycC1sb2NhbCZoPXVtdFpQa254Nlp6Y290OUc1cXh3RDJkNkZSb1ZkJTJicXhVdjFHdkFubVVXbyUzZCZwPWx3X21hZ3NtbHQmaWc9OENFNEI5MjUxNjM4NDE0MUExQTI1MUJFNjg2Mzg3OEQmeXBpZD1ZTjZEQzc4QThGOTY2OTRGNkQ&ntb=1
tel:01746764359
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Bridgnorth and Morville Parishes Team Ministry

Team Office: St Leonard’s Hall Church,

Racecourse Drive, Tasley, THE CHURCH

Brldgnorth OF ENGLAND

WV16 4NR

Tel: 01746 767174

Team Administrator: Mrs Mary-Jane Jasper Cross+link is Free but we do ask for a small

Opening Hours:Mon-Fri 9.00am-1 2pm donation If you would like to contribute to the
) ) magazine, please send to the office:

Email : bridgnorthteamministry@yahoo.co.uk bridgnorthteamministry@yahoo.co.uk.

Website : www.bridgnorthteamministry.org.uk or If you would like to advertise please also

contact the office.

£

Team Rector Curate: Anna Chaplain/Reader
Revd. Suzan Williams Revd. Vickie Dunlop Mrs Jane Peeler
01746 599528 07503 160872 01746 767043

rectorbridgnorthandmorville@gmail.com bridgnorthandmorvillecurate@outlook.com annachaplainbtm@yahoo.com
Honorary Assistant Minister
Revd. Simon Boxall
07788869876
boxbruk@hotmail.com

Honorary Assistant Minister
Revd. Marjorie Brooks

01746 761942
marjorie.brooks47@googlemail.com

St Mary Magdalene, Bridgnorth St Calixtus, Astley Abbotts
Churchwardens Mr David Oxtoby... Churchwardens

07938692612 Mrs Helen Holding....07813 584469
Secretary Miss Catherine Secretary Mrs Juanita
Wilson...761786 Gennard...01746768674
Treasurer Mrs Nicky Cooper ....762487 Treasurer Mr Michael Payne....
Verger Mr Roger Taylor...767345 07790 610441

Organist Mr Steve Cooper...07467 Organist Mr Stephen Lomas...
192281 01746768648

Deputy Organist Mr Oliver

Clarke...07545756869 St Gregory the Great, Morville

Churchwardens Janet
Brick....01746714344
Tim Morris....01746789271

St Nicholas, Oldbury
Churchwardens Mrs Liz Fisher ...

01746764059 Secretary Helen Smith ....01952 883599
Treasurer Mr Quentin Leiper... Treasurer Mrs Kath
01746764559 ¢

Renshall...01746789271
Organist Mrs Carol Wall...01746764365 | o = -

Vergers Helen Bagnall & Pam Winwood
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Aston Eyre

Churchwardens

Mr Dafydd Jenkins....07703 457839
Treasurer Mrs Shelley Caine...
01746714362

St Mary Magdalene, Quatford
Churchwarden

Miss Rachel Edwards...01746766146
Verger Mr Bob Curtis....01746766126
Secretary Mrs Judy Wilson...
01746766566

Treasurer Mrs Marian Newell...
01746765287

Organist Mrs Carol Wall... 01746764365

St Peter and St Paul, Tasley
Churchwardens

Mr Robert Turner...764881

Mr John Andrews 761708
Secretary Ms Lesley Edwards...

01746761847
Treasurer Mr Brian Williams...
01746761969
Organist Mr Stephen Lomas...
01746768648

St Mary the Virgin, Acton Round
Churchwarden Mr Thomas Kennedy...
01746714360

Secretary Mrs Jayne Madeley...
01746785571

Treasurer Mrs Susan Kennedy...
01746714203

Upton Cressett Monkhopton
Churchwardens

Mr Terry Fellows...01902 564748
Mr Ed Pugh....01746 789403
Treasurer Mrs Tamsin Preece..
01746 765538

IMPORTANT NOTIGE

Please can you inform me of anything that is
going on in your parish
each month so | can keep the Cross link up
to date;

Deadline for Cross+Link articles for
October Issue
Monday 21st September 2026
by 1.00pm
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September 2026 Sunday Services

HC = Holy
Communion
MP = Morning
Prayer

FS = Family
Service
AAW=AIl Age
Worship

6th September
Trinity 14

13th September
Trinity 15

20th September
Trinity 16

27th September
Trinity 17

St Mary
Magdalene
Bridgnorth

10.30 - HC

10.30 - HC

10.30 - MP

10.30-FS/
Baptism

St Mary
Magdalene
Quatford

10.30 - HC

Harvest Songs of
Praise 3pm

St Calixtus Astley
Abbotts

9.00 - HC

9.30 - AAW

9.00 - MP

10.00 - Cafe
Church

St Nicholas
Oldbury

10.30 - HC

Hymms and
Pimms - Harvest
4pm

St Peter and St
Paul Tasley

10.30 - MP

10.30 - AWW

10.30 - HC

10.30 - Life and
Soul

St Leonard’s Hall
Church

10.30 - FS

10.30 - HC

St Gregory the Gt.

Morville

11.15 - MP

11.15 - MP

11.15 - MP

11.15-HC

Aston Eyre

10.00 - MP

10.00 - HC

St Mary the Virgin
Acton Round

10.00 - HC

Monkhopton

10.00 - HC
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	September Edition 2026
	Linking Parish Churches  around Bridgnorth.
	CROSS+LINK
	Grab a copy! It’s not just a church magazine, it’s packed with local events, updates, and everything happening in your community.
	On being yourself


	The Church of England is a custodian of the Christian understanding of death, burial, resurrection, and hope.
	For two millennia, Christians have cared deeply about the treatment of the body because the body matters to God.
	When the Church conducts a funeral, whether culminating in burial or cremation, it is being itself. It is doing what Christians have done for centuries: gathering around the dead and the bereaved, speaking words of hope, praying together, and declaring that death does not have the last word.
	If the Church becomes hesitant about offering this witness, it risks forgetting part of its own identity.
	To be confident in whose we are means being confident enough to say that people need more than efficiency at the end of life. They need prayer, community, ritual, remembrance and hope.
	The Church serves society best not by surrendering these things but by offering them generously and joyfully and unashamedly in the way that it knows. Let's be who we are.
	The Very Revd Sarah Brown Dean of Hereford
	Clergy Thoughts
	But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may rest on me. 2 Corinthians 12:9
	We’ve all had occasions which stay with us long after the event. For some it's their wedding; for others, their graduation; and for others still, a memorable evening at the theatre or a concert. Well, as I write this, Petertide was only three weeks ago and thoughts and memories of my Priesting at Hereford Cathedral are still very much with me.
	There are many reasons for this: thanks to the fabulous Hereford Diocese Communications team, a video was posted on social media on the day of the ordinations featuring some of the highlights; two days later, I received a folder of nearly 300 pictures they had taken and only a few days ago a picture that obviously showed a little more of the fun side of the Church of England than usual appeared in the Church Times showing all the ordinands climbing, hanging from and milling around one of the big trees in the Bishop’s garden (needless to say, my feet were firmly planted on the ground!).
	It was also a special weekend because of all the love and support shown from everyone across the Benefice. I remain honoured, moved and humbled by all those who came to the cathedral and/or celebrated with us all the following day as I presided at my first communion. It was such a blessing to know that you were all in my corner (it was also a blessing that the altar in Morville was far enough away that you didn’t see any little hiccups!).
	And finally, it has stayed with me because quite simply it was a pretty big deal. Even now when I think of the vows that we made as ordinands, I feel a little lightheaded, particularly as I dwell on the words: It is to Christ that you will render account for your stewardship of his people. Yes. It is a big deal and honestly, I’m not really sure I can do it. Continued.

	But the simple yet profound words the ordinands sang in the service have stayed with me and have become something of an anchor for me in times of self-doubt:
	Take O take me as I am. Summon up what I shall be. Place your seal upon my heart and live in me.
	Essentially, they serve as a reminder that God calls us not because we are perfect or ready for service, but as we are. Through His life in us, His Spirit moving, guiding, and working within us, His power is revealed. What's more, it is through the process of submitting to His will in our lives and learning to rely on His strength rather than our own that we are equipped, and the people we are destined to become are summoned up.
	Now that takes the pressure off a little!
	And the wonderful thing is that it is not just priests and deacons who are called and equipped. The Church is one body and we all have our parts to play in his kingdom work. And if you don’t feel equipped as I so often don’t, then the words of that song (which are all supported in the New Testament) are for you as well.
	So, I pray you are encouraged today, not to work harder at becoming, and not to wait until you have become, but to know that God calls you as you are, in weakness and self-doubt, to rely on His grace and strength, so that your role in His Kingdom-building mission might be summoned up.
	Revd Vickie Dunlop
	St. Mary’s Bridgnorth News
	Well what can I tell you has been happening at St. Marys over this Summertime. The month of July started with a number of us from St. Mary’s going, along with friends from across the benefice to Vickie’s ordination at Hereford Cathedral. This was a wonderfully uplifting service . I hope the memory of it will continue to be an encouragement to Vickie throughout her ministry.
	Following the ordination a large group of us from St. Mary’s were delighted to attend Vickies first communion service at Morville. . The Morville congregation looked after us all very well and we all enjoyed another of Mary- Janes lovely cakes.
	July also saw is holding our Pimm’s and Praise. This was a most delightful afternoon A lovey service with lovey music on a lovely afternoon . Thanks go to the very talented musicians who performed so professionally for us. The service was Followed by Pimm’s and fellowship. I f you weren’t able to join us this time I hope you will be able to do so next time.
	August at St. Mary’s has felt like a real holiday month with lots of visitors in church and lots of our congregation including our choir taking well-deserved holidays. September sees everything resuming. We look forward to having the choir back. The chamber choir practices are starting again in readiness for their much loved Christmas concert.
	The connect lunch will take place on the third Tuesday in September at the Old Castle. It would be really helpful if you could let me know if you are coming and choose your meal in advance as this cuts down the amount of time we must wait for our meals on the day.
	September also sees us looking forward to welcoming Riders and Striders on the 12th September and a Daddy’s Hat concert on the 19th September.
	Catherine Wilson.

	Remembering Martin Blackburn.
	Martin Radmore Blackburn, a long-standing member of St Mary’s congregation, has died at the age of 87. Martin had served on the PCC, was Treasurer for many years, and remained on a counting team.
	He was born in Broseley where his father was in the police and his mother was an accomplished historian and author, having written a biography of the Spitfire designer R J Mitchell. Martin had the distinction of travelling on the Severn Valley line before its closure, including the long-dismantled railway from Bewdley to Woofferton.
	Wartime, and Martin’s early years, took the family to Aberystwyth and subsequently he was schooled in north Shropshire. His plan to study geology (a lifetime interest) foundered, but National Service came to the rescue. He was able to serve in the RAF and trained at radio school prior to posting to Singapore, an experience he really enjoyed. As a flight controller, he saw that storms could be tracked on radar, permitting an accurate weather forecast.
	At last, Martin had discovered his calling which he would pursue for the rest of his professional life. After National Service it was an easy step to the Meteorological Office, and after training, he was based in Cambridge working on weather balloons. But more significantly he met another young scientist, Valerie, with whom he shared a deep faith. They married, and, in due course, Gavin was born.
	In the 1970s Martin saw that the future lay in computing and he went back to college to study before working on Met Office computers at Beaufort Park, Bracknell, specialising in thunderstorm tracking. Despite bringing up a young family in this new town Martin and Valerie found time to travel all over the UK and Europe, often camping, and he was also churchwarden at St Michaels, Easthampstead.
	For retirement, Martin was determined to return to his roots in Shropshire and he and Valerie settled in Bridgnorth. He enjoyed the garden as well as his church work; and of course, he took a keen interest in Gavin, his wife Marcia and their children Catherine and Ian. Ever the scientist, Martin continued to record maximum and minimum temperatures, and write a journal, every day until the end of his life. Well into his eighties he took part in the Bridgnorth Walk. He was also able to combine his interest in railways and strong ales at the Railwayman’s Arms! When Valerie’s health deteriorated, and she could no longer live at home, Martin would read her poetry at Oldbury Grange every day,
	He will be much missed.
	John Fadelle

	Congratulations
	WINNING TICKETS FOR ST MARY’S 200 CLUB JULY DRAW ARE AS FOLLOWS:
	£20 Iain Seivewright 142 £10 Paul Taylor 26 £10 Catherine Wilson 71 £10 Mavis Cartwright 95 £10 David and Nicky Cooper 11 £10 Laura King 150 £10 Sandra Phillips 80

	WINNING TICKETS FOR ST MARY’S 200 CLUB AUGUST DRAW ARE AS FOLLOWS:
	£20 Richard Cowell 148 £10 Christopher Gill 92 £10 Anwen Arthur 165 £10 Roger Taylor 137 £10 Sylvia Robbins 72 £10 Marie Wilkes 99 £10 June Griffiths 97


	St Mary’s Magdalene, Quatford News
	I hope this finds you all well. The weather has been exceptionally hot , a little to much for most of us. I for one shall be pleased to see some rain, for the sake of the garden if nothing else. Although a shortage of water is always a concern.
	Some of you may have heard by now, that the long awaited lift has arrived, been installed and commissioned. We were able to use it on Sunday 9th August for the morning service, which was obviously very pleasing for those up the who have struggled up the steps over the last  few months (well nearly 12 months) it is a great relief to be up and running once again. Very similar to the previous lift , just a more up to date model.
	Many thanks to all who have helped in any way for us to achieve our goal.
	We are as usual taking part in the Ride and Stride, when I say taking part I should say the church will be open to visitors and refreshments  will be available, and a slice of cake for anyone who may feel in need of sustenance. We look forward to seeing you.
	Our Harvest Festival service  this year  Sunday 27th September will consist of a Soup lunch followed by something sweet, this will start 1.00 pm and and the service will follow on and take the form of a Songs of Praise, at 3.00pm. All are welcome, but please book a place if you would like to join us  (just as a guide for catering purposes).
	We are asking for a small donation of £5.00  to cover costs.
	(Rachel 01746 766146 )
	Rachel Edwards
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	Bridgnorth Tea & Tots ☕ Is new to Bridgnorth.
	Bridgnorth Tea & Tots is run entirely by a team of local volunteers, made up of busy parents, local childminders and, with the support of the team at St Leonard’s Hall Church. We’re all giving our time because we believe every family deserves somewhere warm & welcoming to spend a Monday morning
	For over 30 years, this much-loved group was lovingly run by two dedicated sisters, and we’d like to thank them for everything they gave to generations of local families. Their hard work created something that meant so much to so many, and we’re grateful to be continuing that story. Now we’re excited to build on that wonderful legacy, bringing fresh ideas while keeping the warm, welcoming community spirit that has always made this group so special.
	💚 Bridgnorth Tea & Tots isn’t just organised by volunteers. It’s brought to life by local people who care about local families.
	We can’t wait to welcome both familiar and new faces when we open our doors again on Monday 7th September.
	Whether you’re coming along for the first time or returning with another little one, the kettle will be on, the toys will be ready, and a warm welcome will be waiting. ☕🧸
	St Calixtus, Astley Abbotts News
	Hello from a very parched Astley Abbotts, where our poor farmers are struggling to harvest as the crops are too dry, something very unusual & very difficult for them all to cope with. We hold all farmers in our prayers at this busy time.
	As I write this article we have just thoroughly enjoyed our Breakfast Garden Gathering where 32 of us joined to worship & enjoy breakfast in Carol Baker’s beautiful garden.
	A big thank you to Carol for her generosity in sharing her space, to the McHugh & Mondon families for their contribution & to Richard Commander & Peter Holding for the delightful music, hopefully we can do something similar again soon if the weather holds!
	On Thursday 3rd September Caring For God’s Acre are coming to scythe the meadow at church, they will be with us from 10am to 3pm, please do come along to help. Either with the scything which is always fun, or other tasks like keeping the workers topped up with tea & cake. Let us know if you would like to help, after all ‘many hands’ & all that!
	Our Harvest Supper this year will be on Saturday 10th October at Stone Croft at 6pm. There will be live music & a two course hot meal as usual. Do contact any of the followin to book your place: Rosemary Patey, Peter or Helen Holding or Juanita Gennard
	Alternatively message us through the St Calixtus Facebook page. Attendance will be ticket only, bought in advance as this is a private home. We are very grateful to Rachel & David for their hospitality, numbers will be limited so don’t leave it too long to book!

	St Calixtus, Astley Abbotts News
	As is traditional, our Harvest Festival Service will take place on the following day, Sunday 11th October, starting at 4pm. Do come along, refreshments will be served after the service & we usually arrange a surprise or two! The service will be suitable for all ages, all faiths & none as usual. This is a great community worship opportunity & a great way to pray for & show our support for our farming families, some of whom will join us if their work allows.
	Our thoughts are with those in our community who are ill, please let us know if you or anyone you know would like some practical support or prayer from us.
	We also send our prayers & love to the Gennard & Parr families on the loss of their Uncle recently.
	We are looking forward to meeting together at the Benefice Songs of Praise at St Leonard’s Hall Church on 30th August at 3.30pm, please note that this will, of course, replace our usual morning service at St Calixtus.
	We hope that you will join us at a service or event soon, in the meantime we continue to pray for our community & send our love.
	God bless you.
	Helen


	Up coming dates for your diary.
	Tasley Film Flicks Saturday 3rd October 7pm - Tasley Village Hall - Contact To Book  Ann 764881, Fiona 765512 or Margaret 761847
	Two Sopranos and baritone concert 4.30pm on wards Saturday october 3rd - St Marys Church
	Repair Cafe St James Hall Saturday 3rd October 9am
	Harvest Services -  St Calixtus Astley Abbotts 10th October Harvest Supper 6pm  11th Harvest Thanksgiving Service - 4pm
	Aston Eyre  Harvest Festival with refreshments after service 11th October  - 6.30pm
	St Marys the Virgin Acton Round  10th October Harvest  6pm  St Marys Bridgnorth 11th October Harvest 10.30am St Peters Monkopton 4th October - Harvest 3pm   St Peter and St Paul Tasley 12th October - Harvest Supper 7pm   Aston Eyre  History Day Event  10th October  - 11am

	ASTON EYRE HISTORY DAY. Saturday 10TH October 2026
	ASTON EYRE CHURCH Endowed in 1132.
	Refreshments will be available in the church from 10am where there will also be a display on the history of the church and village.
	ASTON EYRE HALL GUIDED TOUR AND TALK at 11a.m.
	Aston Eyre Hall is a Grade II* high status stone built medieval dwelling. It is situated on a formerly defended area immediately to the north of the Norman church and associated with a Gatehouse now in separate ownership to the east. The Hall had an unusual building history and seems to have taken over a century to complete; by the end of the 16th century it appears to have been converted to agricultural use and remained so until the end of the 20th century. Despite being re-roofed and pierced with agricultural openings the building retained its essentially medieval character and survived because it still had purpose. Since the end of farming on the site the building has been redundant and inevitably maintenance became neglected further. The site was divided into two properties and the now owner began a campaign of repairs to the medieval buildings and there are intentions to restore some or all of the site to residential use in order to ensure its long term future. The owner of Aston Eyre Hall will commence the guided tour at 11a.m and the tour will take between one and one and a half hours. The cost for the tour is £5 per person. Please wear sturdy shoes and appropriate clothing as much of the tour will not be under cover. The Time Team crew visited Aston Eyre Hall and the programme (series 5 episode 6 is available free to view on Youtube) All proceeds to go to Aston Eyre Church.

	St Nicholas, Oldbury News
	Who can believe that this is the September issue of Crosslink already, Everyone that i speak to feels that the year is going quickly.  The summer holidays are coming to an end and now we are looking forward to Harvest festival.  To celebrate the harvest this year on Sunday 20th September there will be a Hymns and Pimms, Songs of praise at 4 o’clock in the afternoon.
	We are hoping to have this outside if the weather is kind to us. As usual donations for the Food Bank will be very greatfully received.
	We are very happy to welcome back Revd Marjorie back after her summer break and on the 19th July we also welcomed John Prockter, who came to talk to us and update us on the work of the Bridgnorth Youth and School Projects. He gave such a very informative and interesting talk about the work done with young people in a very wide area in and around Bridgnorth. he also answered several questions from the congregation at the end of the session.
	There is going to be a Week of Prayer starting from Monday 7th September to Friday 10th September when there will be an opportunity to meet and pray together.  Each day it will be held at a different church, on Monday 7th September St. Nicholas Oldbury will be pleased to welcome everyone from 6.30pm.
	It has been a quite period for St. Nicholas but we look forward to seeing everyone back from holiday and planning events for the Autumn.
	Pam Winwood

	St Peter & St Paul, Tasley News
	It’s time for our September newsletter for Cross+Link. What a summer of sunshine it has been and still no rain!
	On the 4th July we visited Hereford Cathedral to attend and Celebrate Vickie’s Ordination and then on Sunday we attended St Gregory’s Church Morville where Vickie presided over her first service of Holy Communion. We wish her and her family well as she continues her Ministry.
	In July we welcomed Annabelle Careless and her Family into Tasley Church for her Baptism. We hope to welcome them again at future Services.
	Our thanks to Lucinda, our new Lay Reader for leading our Life and Soul Service on the 26th July. We look forward to seeing her again in the future.
	We continue to remember Jen, Irene, Shelah and Paul and all those who can longer get to Church on Sundays. Please know that we are here if you need anything.
	It was with great sadness that learned of the death of Rick Hollands and our thoughts and Prayers are with Sarah, Gareth and all the family. Rick’s Funeral Service will take place at Tasley Church on the 11th September.
	Our thoughts and Prayers are also with the families of Finley Monteith and Neil Jones who’s Funeral Services took place at Tasley Church during July.
	100 Club Winners July 105 David Heighway 109 Sarah Holland    27 John Jenkins Aug  74 Chris Nock 145 Elizabeth Martin  1 Hugo Davies
	Events Sat 5th Sept – Wine & Cheese Evening with a speaker from “The Blood Bikers”.   In the village hall at 7pm - £10 Mon 7th Sept – Coffee Morning in the village hall – 10.30 to 12pm
	Margaret

	Raise Money for your Church  whilst enjoying the Shropshire Countryside Saturday 12th September
	Every year in early September, the Shropshire Historic Churches Trust organises a sponsored ‘Ride and Stride’. This is a great way of spending an enjoyable day exploring Shropshire as well as making money for our own churches and for the Trust. Half the money raised goes to our local church and the remainder to the Trust which helps Shropshire’s churches by providing grants for maintenance and repairs.
	Participants visit as many (or as few) churches as they wish, usually cycling or walking between them, but horse riders and those arriving by car or mobility scooter are also very welcome. You can choose to be sponsored for each church or chapel visited or just for taking part. Many take part with friends or as a family and you can choose whether to visit locally or explore further afield. If you can’t Ride & Stride, why not fill your car with friends and drive between churches?
	Most churches provide simple refreshments and at many you’ll also receive a warm welcome from locals and maybe learn something about the church and its fascinating history.
	To find out more about getting involved or sponsoring someone, contact Sheila Royle for St Mary’s, Bridgnorth or your local church co-ordinator.
	Further information and lists of participating churches are on the website: www.shropshirehct.org.uk.
	Small Mobility Scooter in full working order.  Can take the scooter apart and place in car boot. £300 ONO Telephone 01746 765388
	St James’ Hall Church – Venue Hire
	St Leonard’s Hall Church – Venue Hire
	Tasley Village Hall - Venue Hire
	New Cross Hospital 01902 307999
	Catholic Church of St John 01746 762348
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